News

by Dlancestry

The Springfield News-Leader (Springfield, Missouri)

13 Sep 1995, Wed - Page 5
Downloaded on Dec 22, 2019

Continued from 1A

ive DougThom.s the

at the time was that Garrison’s infor-
mation could be critical” to the case.

So investigators and prosecutors
did not object to reducing Garrison's
$10,000bail to$2,500s0 he could posta
bond and get out of jail, said Darrell
Moore, chief assistant county attor-
ney. The thinking, law enforcement
sources said, was that Garrison
might talk in a different environ-
ment.

But as adetective interviewed him
ina Springfield hotel room, Garrison
ran.

Because he was in police custody,
investigators began “vigorously
looking for him," Moore said.

Garrison was captured 20days lat-
er and jailed without bond. It was
nine days after the reported mid-
townassault. Hehad quickly become
asuspect inthat crime, police reports
state.

The victim, a 20-year-old South-
west Missouri State University stu-
dent, described a heavily tattooed
manwithabeerbelly as herattacker.

Garrison fit the description.

“Dolfeel bad about it? Yes,"” Moore
said. “But we're not responsible for
what Mr. Garrison is alleged to have
done. ... Through the years we've
madedecisions like this many, many
times. Nothing like this ever
happened.”

pnmaw mv&ugamr in the missing
women’s case, was the officer alone
with Garrison when he ran. Thomas
would not comment on the escape
other than to say, “There’s nothing
that happens down here every day
that we don’t have regrets that a dif-
ferent tack might have been taken."”

While law enforcement sources
believe this week’s charges against
Garrisonare sound, they're less sure
of where Garrison fits in the missing
women’s case.

Garrison accompanied a team of
officers toa Webster County farm on
Aug. 28, 1993, on a daylong search
sparked by a tip that the women's
bodies were buried there.

Nobodies were found. Evidence, if
any, found in the search remains
sealed by court order.

Some detectives believe Garrison
had no involvement in the women's
disappearances. Others think he
may be at the very heart of the still-
bafMing mystery.

Streeter, Levitt, and McCall have
not been found since they were ap-
parently taken from Levitt's 1717 E.
Delmar St. home. Streeter and
McCall, classmates at Kickapoo
High School, had graduated the day
before they vanished. Levitt is
Streeter’s mother.

Garrison's suspect status in that
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casellkely will not be presented toju-
rors week.

And so far this week, Price did a
good job of hiding from potential ju-
rors thetattoos —some of which may
be central to the prosecutor’s case —
withdress pants, a long-sleeved shirt
and tie for his client.

Thejury of eight men and six wom-
en chosen at the end of the day also
may not have noticed Garrison's leg
restraints, worn inside his pants, or
thetwoplainclothes police officersin
the courtroom in case the suspect

threatens anyone or tries to escape.

On Tuesday, a typical half-day
Jjury selection process took all day.
Eight men and six women, including
two alternates, were chosen from a
pool of 50 people.

A perceived conflict of interest
that arose Monday between Garri-
son and Price was settled Tuesday
withthe agreement that the attorney
had never represented a client in
1989 in a case in which Garrison was
a witness.
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